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Messiah Memos 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

440.331.2405  +  church@messiahfairview.org  +  MessiahFairview.org 

 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

 

April  

2022 
Worship at Messiah 

 

Saturday 
April 2 & 23 
5:30 pm Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
9:50 am Education Hour 
   Adult—Weekly (in-person/zoom) 
   Sunday School—1st &3rd Sunday 
11 am Holy Communion 
  

Family Service 
March 27 
9:45 am 
 

+ + + 
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 

8 am—4 pm 
 

+ + + 
 

Contact Information 
Do you need to update your contact 
information with the church office? 
Update your information at 
www.tinyurl.com/MLCUpdateMe 
or update by phone or email. 

HOLY WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

Nine in-person services take place at Messiah between Palm Sunday and East-

er Sunday. With each comes another opportunity for the Holy Spirit to renew 
your strength and hope in the astonishing gift of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

PALM SUNDAY 

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
Sunday, April 10, 8:30 & 11 am 

 

* A remembrance of Jesus’ entry  
into Jerusalem on the Sunday    

before his crucifixion. 
* St. Luke’s Passion, the account of 

Jesus’ last supper, his prayer and 
agony in the garden, and then his 
arrest, trial, crucifixion, and burial.  

 

GOOD FRIDAY  
Friday, April 15 

 

* Noon: We hear St. John’s account 

of Jesus’ Passion and pray for the 
church and the world. 

 

* 8:30 pm: Messiah’s Tenebrae    

service. The word means 

“darkness.” Lights begin to dim 
and go out as we listen to key    
episodes of the passion story. At 

the end the only light to be seen 
surrounds the cross where Jesus 

hangs. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Thursday, April 14, 9 am & 7 pm  

 

“A new commandment I give you, 
that you love one another.” In the 

old Latin Bible, “commandment” is 
mandatum. That’s where “Maundy” 

comes from. This is a day for        

remembering Jesus’ last supper with 
his disciples, when he washed their 

feet and gave them the splendid 
meal the church continues to share. 

The morning service is primarily for 
Messiah School. 

Special features in the evening-- 

* God’s word of forgiveness offered 
in a personal way. 

* The stripping of the altar at the end 

of the service. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 17 
Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

 

* 6:30 am: gather for a sunrise      

service at Bain Park Cabin in   
Fairview Park. A light breakfast       

follows. 
 

* 9 & 11 am: the great Festival      

services of Easter morning with    
organ, choirs, brass, and the magnif-
icent Gospel of Jesus’ resurrection. 



 2 

HOLY WEEK AT MESSIAH 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPER 
 Wednesday, April 6; 5:30 pm 

  

Start Spreading the News!  

Because local infection rates 

from Covid have dropped, it 
is now possible to gather for a meal! A 
soup supper! This will be the only soup 

supper to be held this Lent. Precautions 
will be in place for the well-being of all. 
 

Soup Supper: 5:30—6:45 pm 

Lenten Midweek Prayer: 7 pm  

* Online Zoom option still available 
 

Want to bring a crockpot of soup to 
share? Visit tinyurl.com/soup46 

 

LIVING EASTER CROSS 
 

Messiah's Living Easter Cross     
returns on Holy Saturday, April 16 

and Easter Sunday, April 17. The 
"Living Easter Cross" will be erect-

ed in the front lawn of Messiah 
along Lorain Rd. The community 
is invited to bring fresh cut flowers 

to place onto the wooden cross beginning Saturday, April 16 at 
6 pm thru Easter Sunday! The flowers can be from your own 

yard and gardens, or may be purchased. When you come to the 
cross, plan to spend some time "at the foot of the cross" as part 

of the Holy Saturday and Easter weekend. And, invite neigh-
bors, friends and others in the community to join you in placing 
flowers and visiting the Cross! 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Saturday, April 16; 11 am 

 

Join us for Messiah Lutheran Church & 
School’s annual Easter Egg Hunt, for 
infants through fourth grade children, 

on April 16, at 11 am 
at Messiah. Bring 

your own basket or 
bag.  
 

Donations needed! 
Please drop off bags of wrapped candy 

(no peanuts) or plastic eggs to the 
church office by Thursday, March 31.  

Questions? Contact the church office at   
440-331-2405. 

ORDER YOUR EASTER LILIES!   
 

Easter lilies remind us of our Savior’s resurrec-
tion and beautify our chancel on Easter morn-

ing. Easter Lily plants cost $10 each. You may 
take flowers home after the services on Easter 

Sunday. Return this form and cash or a check made out to 

“Messiah Lutheran Church” to the church office by Sunday, 

April 10. 
  

Name:_______________________________________________ 
 

In Memory/Honor of:__________________________________  
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Number of Easter Lilies Requested: ________   
 

I have enclosed cash or check for ($10/each):  $_______ 

SHROVEFEST THANK YOU 
 

What do you get when you combine 250 lbs of smoked pork, 250 lbs of cabbage, 160 

lbs of ground pork, 24 lbs of butter, 3 bushels of apples and loads of volunteer hours 

during a pandemic? ShroveFest Drive-Thru 2022.  We converted our traditional "Fat 

Tuesday" community gathering to a Drive-Thru event with the same great food.  We 

served 375 meals to 175 families and raised a profit of $7,400.  Thank you to each and 

every volunteer who made ShroveFest a reality in 2022. Special thanks to our commit-

tee who met countless hours over zoom.  Each person had a special gift to bring to 

ShroveFest 2022.  Special thanks to our committee Mag Donohoe, Sam Gmetro, Linda 

& Carl Herhuth, Ashley Koza, Sharon Kinter, Liz Kitzel, Scott & Nicole Pierse, Janice 

Snyder,     Maria Szarka, Danielle Twigg, Jared & Adrienne Waugaman and Allison 

Younger for your hours of help and dedication. 
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“My groans are many and my heart is 

faint”  Lamentations 1:22 
 

Musical instruments can teach us 
quite a bit about life. Beginning in 

elementary school, I was fortunate 
enough to be given the opportunity to learn to play 

musical instruments. In fourth grade, a viola was 
placed into my hands. In fifth grade, a tenor saxo-

phone was added to the mix. I played viola through 
the 8th grade and saxophone through high school. 
Both were amazing instruments, each unique and 

each with their own distinctive sounds. The viola 
was my favorite and, looking back, I wish very 

much I had never stopped playing. 
 

A friend of mine has pointed out an interesting   

insight: With instruments, it's the dark hollow part 
that makes the sound. The string vibrates, but it is 

the chamber of the guitar that amplifies the sound.   
The bow glides across the string of a stringed instru-
ment to make vibration; however it is the bouncing 

back and forth of those vibrations in the dark      
hollow of the instrument which sends the voice into 

the world. The hammer hits the piano string, but 
the power of the notes is in the string chamber 

where the sound bounces back and forth and all 
over before bursting forth into your ears. Same, too, 
I am told with percussion instruments. 
 

Paying attention to instruments may give us insight 
into living by faith.  Perhaps you and I don't need 

to be scared of the dark places in our soul--It is from 
here that the music breaks forth. Perhaps the dark 

places of our lives have the capacity to give way to 
yet more enjoyable days. The agony of grief sings 
its own song of praise. Sometimes the song of our 

praise is the sound of our weeping. The rattling of 
our very broken hearts has the capacity to raise in a 

song of glory. 
 

The songs of life take on various forms throughout 

our lives. Songs of grief can be painful songs to 
bare. They may etch a tapestry of pain in the    

chambers of our hearts. And yet, it is these songs of 
lament and these melodic cries of our misery that 

are, in their own beautiful way, a hymn of defiance.  
Our notes of anguish are still that—notes. To sing 

in the face of lament is its own way of trusting and 
leaning into the Lord. 
 

I’ve also learned from some really knowledgeable 
and smart people this: There is a reason that so 

many of our hymns and songs of praise are in a  
minor key. A funeral dirge is no less a song of 
praise than an Easter Sunday anthem of hope and 

glory. This Lenten season, we celebrate that ours is 

a God who does not demand that our faith always 

be cheerful. This Lenten season, we celebrate that 
ours is a God who sits in the ash heap of our misery 

and listens to our cries. This Lenten season, we   
celebrate the God of both the Cross and the Empty 
tomb of Easter day. And this is the same God who 

hears our sobs as a canticle of praise.     
 

If you find yourself in a place of grief or low grade 

anxiety, for countless number of reasons, this    
Lenten season gives opportunity to lean into our 

cries of grief—current grief, past grief, future grief—
and give opportunity to lean into anxiety—in all its   

various forms, and see these as a hymn of defiance 
against the brokenness of the world.  For we sense 
that grief and struggle is not the natural habitat of 

God’s holy and redeemed people. It is not our 
home. As much as pain is part of our story, broken-

ness is not the end of the story--not the end of your 
story. The cries from the dark hollows of your soul 

resonate and reverberate into melodies in the ear of 
a God who offers healing and forgiveness. This is 
our song. Pain may be here with you in the night, 

but joy comes in the morning. 
 

This April, may you and I keep singing, even if it is 

in a minor key played on a seemingly hollow      
instrument. Amen. 
 

Pastor Seth  

FROM THE PASTOR 

TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE 
 

The Transition team is on track, working to better understand our congregation’s strengths and what lies 
ahead for Messiah. We are grateful for the tremendous response to the survey—over 200 members partic-

ipated! We have also conducted a number of focus groups and more coming in the weeks ahead. The 
team continues to review information from the survey and focus groups and plans to present a report to  
church council in late spring. We thank God for all who are participating in this very important study. 

The Rev. Seth 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Messiah Lutheran 

School Offers 5-day 

Preschool and MORE! 
                            

 --A message from Messiah School Admission’s Coordina-
tor Janice Snyder 
 

Did you know that Messiah Lutheran School 

(Preschool-Gr. 8) is the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America’s ONLY Elementary/Middle 

School in Ohio and one of a handful in the entire 
country? While ELCA congregations operate more 
than 1,400 educational programs, these are mostly 

early childhood centers, which makes our Messiah 
School very special indeed! 
 

At Messiah, we believe God created children to 

change the world with the love of Jesus, and we’re 

here to help them practice doing that. Since Janu-
ary, we have been welcoming record numbers of 

children and families to our campus for tours of our 
amazing Christian school. Our advertising efforts 

on the Community of Fairview Facebook page, as 
well as the FB pages of near-by Cleveland neighbor-
hoods, are generating lots of buzz for our new 5-

day Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten program. This 
peer-modeling class will offer education, play, and 

childcare for children aged three to five as a direct 
response to requests of working parents in near-by 

communities.  
 

Spring is the high season for Admissions, so if you 

are interested in a loving and engaging academic 
Christian education for the children in your life 

(ages 3 and up), please contact me for a personal-
ized tour and consultation. This year it’s important 
to apply early before all the seats are full, especially 

in our lower grades, preschool through 2nd grade. A 
Messiah School education remains an incredible 

value for its small class sizes, support programs, 
and enrichment opportunities. 
 

Messiah has a long-established program featuring 

certified, highly-qualified educators with a focus on 

student development, academic content, and teach-
ing strategies in a loving, Christian community. A 

wide variety of scholarships are offered to Messiah 
students. Every student receives a Messiah Church 
scholarship from our generous congregation.     

Messiah School is a provider of EdChoice Scholar-

ships for families qualifying by income, and Cleve-
land Scholarships for families residing in the city 

proper.  Messiah also offers multi-child and military 
discounts, as well as need-based financial aid.  
 

The faculty and staff of Messiah School are grate-

ful for your faithful support of this educational min-

istry through Messiah Lutheran Church. Since 
1954, our school has been one of the defining min-

istries of our congregation. We see our students 
growing in mind, body, and spirit each day, and we 

see their families growing as a faithful community.  
 

Our next Open House will coincide with Messiah 

School’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
April 16 at 11 a.m. As soon as the “littles” finish 

their hunt, all parents of young children will be   
invited to tour our two cheerful Preschool class-
rooms. Bring a friend! A campus visit is the best 

way to experience Messiah School’s Joyful, Chal-
lenging, World-changing approach to education, so 

schedule your visit through the school portal at 
MessiahFairview.org or contact me at 

jsnyder@messiahfp.org 
 

Congratulations to our 8th Grade Blazer Basketball 

Team for bringing home a State Runner-Up       
Trophy! Our team advanced to Nationals which 

were held in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Two players 
were named to the All-Tournament team. Congrats 
to Team Leader Jacob Reynolds, and to Aliciana 

Medina, the first girl   ever to be named to the boys’ 
all-tournament team! They represent our school so 

well, displaying not just basketball skills, but Chris-
tian character. Go Blazers!! 
 

 

Your Sister in Christ,  

Janice Snyder 
Admissions Coordinator,  
jsnyder@messiahfp.org   

440-331-6553   

mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org
mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL DAY CAMP 
Save-the-Date  

 

Vacation Bible School Day 

Camp at Messiah Lutheran.  
Back with us this summer is 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministry 
Camp. 

  

     August 1st – 5th 

 9 am to 3 pm  (Rising 1st –  Rising 6th grade) 
9 am to 12 noon  (Rising Preschool 4s & Rising K ) 

  

Camp Registration limited to 50 campers 
Sign up at tinyurl.com/MLCVBS22 

SAVE THE DATE:  
Monday, May 9th at 7:30pm 

Ashland University Choir Concert 
 

A free will offering will be collected for the      

Ashland University Choir. 

LUTHERAN MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
 

You have an opportunity to reflect on, and renew 
why you committed yourself to your spouse on 
your wedding day.  For details about the April 22-

24 Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend, visit  
GodLovesMarriage.org. The Lutheran Marriage 

Encounter will be held at the Fairfield Inn, 
Streetsboro. Register by April 15th to find blessings 

for your marriage as unique as you are as you 
learn and practice simple tools of intimate com-
munication in a safe and private atmosphere. Just 

$285/couple all inclusive (and scholarships are 
always available). You may already have a good, 

or even great marriage, but there’s always more to 
learn. Invest your time wisely - in each other.  
  

Contact David & Jean Fell at 440-227-8740 for 
questions.  

TEE IT UP!  

ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF EVENT 
 

Register your foursome for this year’s 

Tee It Up Golf Outing on Saturday, 
May 21, at Forest Hills Golf Course 
41971 Oberlin-Elyria Road, Elyria.  

Registration begins at 8 am with a shotgun start at 9 
am. Lunch, raffle, and prizes conclude the day.    

Contact Nancy Shucofsky at 440-263-3550 or 
nshucofsky@messiahfp.org. Hole sponsors and four-

somes are needed. Proceeds benefit Messiah School 
Scholarship Assistance for all students. Registration 
forms available outside the church office or register 

at tinyurl.com/MLSGolf2022. 

COLLEGE LOANS FOR THE 2022-2023 

SCHOOL YEAR 
 

Pierstorf Memorial Loan 

Fund—provides interest-free 

loans to Lutheran students 

who are or will be enrolled 

full time in a four-year undergraduate program at 

any accredited college or university. This year, the 

maximum interest-free loan is $3,000 for the school 

year.  We do not ask for family income information, 

and strive to provide loans for any Lutheran college 
student. First time borrowers can be new or returning 

college  students. For information, visit 

www.Pierstorf.org and complete the 2022—2023 

application. Applications open April 15 and remain 
open until June 30, 2022. Questions? Email 

Pierstorf@messiahfp.org 

LAUNDRY LOVE! 
 

Date: March 31 & April 28 

Time: 6pm-8pm 

Where: Leo's Laundromat 

(20210 Lorain Rd.) 
 

Laundry Love is not a service project or some-

thing you do "to” or "for” people. It’s an expres-
sion of loving your neighbor. On the last Thursday 
of every month, Messiah Church provides the 

community with clean laundry free of charge, a 
wonderful meal, and the opportunity to meet 

some new friends. 

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org/
http://www.pierstorf.org/


 6 

CHILDREN & YOUTH EDUCATION 

CONFIRMATION 
Exciting news! With the significant drop in local 

Covid infection rates, it now seems possible for us 
to meet in person! Thanks be to God. 
 

6th & 7th Grade 

April 3 @ 12 pm - 2 pm 

The 6th & 7th graders will meet In Person on Sun., 

April 3rd.  Students are invited to worship at the 11 
am worship service and then stay for lunch & class 

from noon to 2 pm.  Lunch will be provided.  
 

8th Grade 

April 10 @ 12 pm - 2 pm 

The 8th graders will meet In Person on Sun., April 

10th.   

 

6th-8th Grade: All Confirmation Students (6, 7, & 

8) will have Confirmation class on Wednesday, 
April 6th from 6 - 8 pm. Lenten Soup Supper will 

be provided as part of the Confirmation Class. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Preschool - 4th Grade 
 

Sunday School, for Pre-K thru 4th grade students, 
is offered on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month 
from 9:45-10:30 am.  

 

Questions? Send an email to 

Danielle Twigg at 
dtwigg@messiahfp.org. 
 

Upcoming Dates:  

April 3, May 1 & 15 
 

FAMILY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Sunday, March 27 @ 9:45 am 
 

Join us for a family Communion service that in-

cludes a shorted liturgy, one scripture read, a mes-
sage for children and adults.  Masks are required. 

ADULT EDUCATION 
Are you looking for ways to learn and grow in the Word of God this spring? We continue at       

Messiah to offer four weekly opportunities, three by Zoom and one in-person. Zoom is an especially 

effective way to meet and talk and grow with others when the snow flies. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
9:45 - 10:40am, In the Commons or Zoom 

April 3  

Conclusion of Lenten Series 
 

Palm Sunday Adult Education Hour 

Sunday, April 10 

Exploring the Passion 
 

* Sunday mornings are available for both in-person 
and online participation. 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS  
10 - 11am via Zoom 

April 6 

Concluding session of Isaiah study 
 

* There will be no class on April 13 & 20 
 

Easter Season Studies (last Wednesday in April 

through the last Wednesday in May) 

What Easter Meant to the Apostles: Reading in 
Philemon, Philippians, and First Peter 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
7 - 8pm via Zoom 

Easter Season Studies (last Wednesday in April 

through the last Wednesday in May) 

Question Time: Final Conversations with Pr. Burce 
about the Bible, the Church, the Christian Faith, 

and Anything Else that’s On Your Mind. 
 

(Questions will be taken during the month of April) 
 

Drop a note to Pr. Burce (jburce@messiahfp.org) if 
you’d like to get the weekly reminder and Zoom 

information for the Wednesday Bible Studies. 
 

THURSDAY EVENINGS  
8pm via Zoom 

Looking for a new way to grow as a Christian this 
Lenten season? Each Thursday evening, a group of 
people gather online to study the holy scriptures 

and pray together.   
* There will be no class on April 14 
 

Request a Zoom invite from Pastor Seth at  
sbridger@messiahfp.org. 

mailto:jburce@messiahfp.org
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APRIL 2022  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

     1 2 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

3 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Educ. Hr. 

(SS, Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12p 6 & 7th Gr. 

Confirmation 

4 5 
 

 

6 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

5:30p Soup    

Supper 

6:30p PTL  

Meeting 

7p Lenten Mid-

week Service   

(in-person & 

zoom) 

7 
 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

 

8 9 

10 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Educ. Hr. 

(Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12p 8th Gr. 

Confirmation 

11 
 

 

12 13 
 

 

14 
 

9a School  

Chapel Maundy    

Thursday Service 

7p Maundy    

Thursday Service 

 

15 
 

Church Office 

Closes at Noon 
 

12p Good Friday 

Service 

8:30p Good   

Friday Tenebrae 

16 
 

11a Easter Egg 

Hunt 

11a Messiah 

School Open 

House 

17 
 

6:30a Easter 

Sunday Sunrise 

Service 

9a Easter Sunday 

Festival Service 

11a Easter  

Sunday Festival 

Service 

18 
 

School & Church 

Office Closed 

19 20 
 

 

21 
 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

22 23 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

24 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Educ. Hr. 

(Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

25 26 27 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

7p Bible Study 

28 
 

6p Laundry Love 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

29 30 

Good Friday 

No School 

Spring Break - Messiah School Closed 
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Lent and Holy Week at Messiah 
(Please See Page 1 & 2 for More Details) 

Wednesday, April 6  
                5:30 pm (Soup Supper)   

7 pm (Lenten Midweek Service) 
 

Sunday, April 10: Palm Sunday 
8:30 am & 11:00 am (Worship Services) 

 

Thursday, April 14: Maundy Thursday 
7 pm (Worship Service) 

 

Friday, April 15: Good Friday 
Noon &  8:30 pm (Tenebrae) 

 

Saturday, April 16 
11 am Messiah Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Sunday, April 17: Easter Sunday 
6:30 am (Sunrise Service at Bain Cabin) 

9 & 11 am (Easter Festival Services) 


